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PIOTR ANDRUSIECZKO
Piotr Andrusieczko is a journalist, publicist, and researcher specializing in Ukraine.  He is a 
regular contributor to Nowa Europa Wschodnia. He is the editor-in-chief of the Ukrainskiy 
Zhurnal monthly published in Prague. Since December 2013, he has been covering 
Ukrainian events for the Polish media. In April 2014, he was appointed Gazeta Wyborcza’s 
correspondent in Ukraine. He worked as a reporter in Kyiv and in the Crimea, and has been 
covering the conflict in the east of Ukraine. In 2014, he was elected the Grand Press 
Journalist of the Year. 

IRYNA BEKESHKINA
Iryna Bekeshkina is the director of the Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation, and 
a senior fellow at the Institute of Sociology of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences.
She holds a PhD in Philosophy from the Institute of Philosophy of the Ukrainian Academy 
of Sciences. Iryna Bekeshkina has led many research projects on the role of public opinion 
polls, democratization, European integration, and various social issues. She is the author 
of more than 100 research papers and numerous publications in the media. From 2006 
to 2014, Iryna Bekeshkina was listed among the 100 most influential women in Ukraine.

LEONIDAS DONSKIS
Leonidas Donskis is a Lithuanian philosopher and writer, and former Member of the 
European Parliament (2009–2014). Donskis has written and edited over 40 books,
17 of them in English. He combines political theory, history of ideas, philosophy of culture, 
philosophy of literature, and essay styles. Donskis is a Professor and Vice-President for 
Research at ISM University of Management and Economics, Lithuania. He also serves as 
Honorary Consul of Finland in Kaunas, Lithuania.

WOJCIECH DUDA
Wojciech Duda is a historian, publicist, and publisher. He is co-founder and editor-in-chief 
of the journal Przegląd Polityczny [Political Review] (since 1991). He served as an advisor 
to the Deputy Marshall of the Polish Sejm and Senate (1998–2006). Since 2007, he has 
served as a chief advisor to the Prime Minister. 

VICTOR EROFEEV
Victor Erofeev is a writer, poet, and literary critic with a PhD in Language Studies.
He graduated from Moscow State University. He is the founder and editor of the literary 
magazine Metropol. Erofeyev is the author of several novels, including Russian Beauty, 
The Last Judgement, Encyclopaedia of the Russian Soul, Good Stalin, The Akimuds; and 
collections of short stories, including Life with an Idiot, Men, God X, The Russian 
Apocalypse, and The Light of the Devil. He is an active commentator on Russian and 
European political and social events.
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DARIUSZ FILAR
Dariusz Filar is an economist, researcher, publicist, and professor at the University of 
Gdańsk. He co-founded  the underground journal Przegląd Polityczny [Political Review]. 
He lectured at the Center for Russian and East European Studies, University of Michigan 
(1992–1995), and collaborated with the Central European University. In 1999, he was 
appointed chief economist at Bank Pekao S.A. He is a former member of the Monetary 
Policy Council (2004–2010), and the European Council of Economists. Currently, he is
a member of the Economic Council to the Prime Minister.

ZBIGNIEW JANAS
Zbigniew Janas is a politician and entrepreneur. He was an opposition activist under the 
communist regime in Poland. In the years 1978–1980, he was a member of the 
Committee for Social Self-Defence of the Worker’s Defence Committee (KSS KOR). In 
1980, he joined the Solidarity movement and was head of the Solidarity trade union at the 
Ursus factory. In 1981, he became a member of the National Executive Committee of 
NSZZ Solidarność. From 1985 to 1989, he was an activist of the underground 
organization Polish-Czechoslovakian Solidarity, and in 1989 he founded Polish-Hungarian 
Solidarity. In the late 1980s, he worked at the Unicum Labour Cooperative. He is the 
co-founder and shareholder of Loran CKM sp. z o. o.
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KONRAD KNOCH
Konrad Knoch holds a PhD in Historical Studies. He is the Head of the Historical Research 
Department at the European Solidarity Centre, and a lecturer at the University of Gdańsk. 
He is the author of the paper entitled The Regional Coordination Committee of NSZZ 
Solidarity in the Gdansk Region in 1982–1989, published in the book by A. Friszke et al. 
Solidarność podziemna 1981–1989 [Underground Solidarity 1981–1989] (2006), and the 
book Pisma liberalne drugiego obiegu w Polsce w latach 1979-1990 [The Liberal 
Underground Press in Poland in the years 1979-1990], which won the competition for the 
best history book debut (2012).

PIOTR KAPCZYŃSKI
Piotr Kapczyński is an economist and entrepreneur. He was a co-founder of the 
underground journal Przegląd Polityczny [Political Review]. In 1977, he joined the 
opposition movement. He collaborated with the Intervention Bureau of the Workers’ 
Defence Committee (KSS KOR). As a member of the Student Committee of Solidarity, he 
distributed materials of the Free Trade Unions. In August 1980, he printed leaflets, 
furnished materials for the strike’s printing house, and served as interpreter to foreign 
correspondents. He founded the independent publishing house Alternatywa. He was
a permanent employee of the first Solidarity organisation.  

BASIL KERSKI
Basil Kerski is an editor, manager of culture, publicist, and political scientist. He is the 
director of the European Solidarity Centre in Gdańsk, editor-in-chief of the bilingual 
Polish-German journal DIALOG, and a contributor to Przegląd Polityczny [Political 
Review]. He taught history and political science at the Free University and Humboldt 
University of Berlin. He worked as an expert in international politics for the Aspen 
Institute Berlin, the German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP), the Social Science 
Research Centre (WZB) in Berlin, and the Bundestag. 
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PAWEŁ KOWAL
Paweł Kowal is a politician with a PhD in Political Studies, historian, and publicist. He is
a former Member of the Polish Sejm (2005–2009), Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (2006–2007), and Member of the European Parliament (2009–2014).
He worked at the Centre for International Relations as an expert on East European politics 
(2001–2003). He is a former Director of the Mazovia Centre of Culture and Arts 
(2003–2005). He worked as an expert at the Warsaw Uprising Museum, and co-authored 
the concept of the museum. 

IVAN KRASTEV
Ivan Krastev is the Chairman of the Centre for Liberal Strategies in Sofia and a permanent 
fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna. He is a founding board member
of the European Council on Foreign Relations. Krastev is the author of Democracy 
Disrupted: The Politics of Global Protest (2014), In Mistrust We Trust: Can Democracy 
Survive When We Don't Trust Our Leaders? (2013), and The Anti-American Century 
(2007). He co-edited Shifting Obsessions: Three Essays on the Politics of Anticorruption 
(2004) with Alan McPherson, and has co-authored a forthcoming book on Russian politics 
with Stephen Holmes.

IRENEUSZ KRZEMIŃSKI
Ireneusz Krzemiński is a sociologist, publicist, and researcher. He is a Professor of Humanities. 
He was a co-founder of the underground journal Przegląd Polityczny [Political Review], 
and a member of the Gdańsk liberal community. Since 1972, he has worked at the 
Institute of Sociology at the University of Warsaw. He also lectures at the University
of Warmia and Mazury. He is a member of the Board of the Polish PEN Club. In the early 
1990s, he was a member of the Liberal Democratic Congress. Currently, he is a member 
of the Economic Council to the Prime Minister.

JANUSZ LEWANDOWSKI
Janusz Lewandowski is an economist, politician, and publicist. He holds a PhD in Economics. 
He is a member of the European Parliament. From 2010 to 2014, he served as 
Commissioner for the Budget and Financial Programming in the European Commission.
He is Poland’s former Minister of Privatisation and is currently the Head of the Economic 
Council to the Prime Minister.

es
t

ast

PANELLISTS 

3ENG

JOHN C. KORNBLUM
John C. Kornblum is an American diplomat and businessman. He has been a member
of the State Department's Policy Planning Staff under Henry Kissinger (1973–1975), 
Director of the State Department's Office of Central European Affairs (1981–1985), 
United States Minister and Deputy Commandant in Berlin (1985–1987), Assistant 
Secretary of State for European Affairs and Special Envoy to the Balkans (1995–1997) 
and Ambassador to Germany (1997–2001). Since 2001, he has established himself as an 
investment banker and international business consultant. 
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GEORGES MINK
Georges Mink is a sociologist and political scientist specializing in Central and Eastern 
Europe. He is the Director of Research at l’Institut des Sciences Sociales du Politique 
(CNRS – France), Université de Paris X, Nanterre. His research and publications – more 
than 250 books, studies and articles – are dedicated to political systems, the 
socio-political evolution of regimes, the conversion of ex-communist elites in Central and 
Eastern Europe, and the Europeanisation of national political systems. Today, his 
research is focused on the question of transitional justice in EU countries. 

MAŁGORZATA NOCUŃ
Małgorzata Nocuń is the deputy editor of Nowa Europa Wschodnia, and a contributor to 
Tygodnik Powszechny. She is the co-author of Białoruś. Kartofle i dżinsy [Belarus: 
Potatoes and Jeans] (2007), Ograbiony naród. Rozmowy z intelektualistami białoruskimi 
[A Plundered Nation: Conversations with Belarussian Intellectuals] (2008), and Łukaszenka. 
Niedoszły car Rosji [Lukashenko: the Wannabe Tsar of Russia] (2014). She has been 
awarded many journalism prizes, including the 2014 Pióro Nadziei [Pen of Hope] 
competition for her reports on the Northern Caucasus.

CORNELIUS OCHMANN
Cornelius Ochmann is an expert on European politics, EU-Russia relations, and Poland, 
Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. He is the Head of the Foundation for Polish-German 
Cooperation. He studied at the University of Mainz and Wroclaw. He worked at the 
Bertelsmann Foundation, where he was responsible for the International Bertelsmann 
Forum (1994–2013). Cornelius Ochmann was an advisor to German and European 
institutions on relations with the states of Eastern Europe. He contributed to the Polish 
journal Nowa Europa Wschodnia and New Eastern Europe. 

ELENA NEMIROVSKAYA
Elena Nemirovskaya is a political scientist, art historian, publicist, and journalist with a 
PhD in Philosophy. She is the founder and Head of the School of Civic Education, formerly 
known as the Moscow School of Civic Education. From 1978 to 1990, she was 
editor-in-chief of the Information Centre for Cultural and Social Affairs.
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ADAM POMORSKI
Adam Pomorski is a literary translator of Russian, German, English, Belarusian and Ukrainian 
into Polish, an essayist and literary critic. He started his career as a Russian translator in the 
1970s. He graduated from the University of Warsaw with a degree in Sociology. In 1983, he 
made his debut as a poet.  Since 2008, he has been a member of the jury of the COGITO Public 
Media Award in Literature. He holds a PhD in Literary Studies, and is the President of the Polish 
PEN Club (since 2010).
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MYKOLA RIABCHUK
Mykola Riabchuk is a cultural studies expert, historian, writer, and literary critic. He is an 
academic at the Ukrainian Centre for Cultural Studies in Kiev, and teaches special topic 
courses at the Centre for East European Studies, University of Warsaw. He is a member 
of the editorial board of Krytyka, Nowa Europa Wschodnia, and South Eastern Europe. 
He is the author of numerous books and articles on civic society, national identity, 
nationalism and post-communist transformation in the former Soviet republics.
He graduated from the Lviv Polytechnic National University and the Maxim Gorky 
Literature Institute in Moscow.

ANDRIY PORTNOV
Andriy Portnov holds a PhD in History. He is a Visiting Professor at Humboldt University 
of Berlin (since 2012), and former editor-in-chief of Ukraina Moderna (2006–2010). He is 
the author of five books and numerous articles on historiography and memory in Central 
and Eastern Europe. He was awarded the Jerzy Giedroyć Prize (for his book Scholarship 
in Exile: The Scholarly and Educational Activity of Ukrainian Emigrants in Interwar Poland 
(1919-1939) [2008]), and the Yuri Shevelov Prize (for his book Histories for Home Use: 
The Polish-Russian-Ukrainian Triangle of Memory [2013]). 

MARIA PRZEŁOMIEC
Maria Przełomiec is a journalist and former correspondent for the BBC Polish Section and 
Polish Television. She specializes in the former Soviet Republics. She is the host of Studio 
Wschód [the East Studio] program on TVP Info (since 2007). She contributes to several 
newspapers, including Dziennik and the weekly Przewodnik Katolicki. She is a member of 
the board for the Independent Media 4 and Support for Independent Publishing Houses in 
Central Asia programs developed by the Polish-Czech-Slovak Solidarity Foundation 
(since 2001). She completed studies in Peruvian archaeology and studied at Jagiellonian 
University.

WIESŁAW RADZIWINOWICZ
Wacław Radziwinowicz is a journalist and essayist. He is the founder of the Olsztyn 
edition of Gazeta Wyborcza. For many years he has been Gazeta Wyborcza's 
correspondent in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, living in Moscow. He is the author of the 
book Gogol w czasach google’a (Gogol in the times of Google) and has a degree in Polish 
studies from the Pedagogical University in Olsztyn, and a degree in journalism from the 
University of Warsaw.

JANUSZ REITER
Janusz Reiter is a diplomat, international relations expert and publicist. He has served as 
Polish ambassador to Germany (1990–1995) and the United States (2005–2007). He is 
the Board President of the Centre for International Relations Foundation. Reiter is the 
author of numerous books published in Poland as well as abroad. He graduated from the 
University of Warsaw with a degree in German Studies.
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DONALD TUSK
Donald Tusk is a politician, publicist, and historian. He is the current President of the 
European Council (since December 2014), and former Prime Minister of Poland 
(2007–2014). He was Poland’s longest-serving Prime Minister since 1989. He also served 
as Deputy Marshal of the Polish Senate (1997–2001), Deputy Marshal of the Polish Sejm 
(2001–2005), Senator and Member of the Sejm. He was an opposition activist under the 
communist regime. He was a co-founder of the journal Przegląd Polityczny [Political 
Review]. He graduated from the University of Gdansk with a degree in History. 

Paweł Adamowicz | President of Gdańsk
Łukasz Adamski | Deputy Director of the Centre for Polish-Russian Dialogue and Understanding
Syune Barseghyan | graduate of Solidarity Academy 2014
Josh Black | Graduate of Solidarity Academy 2013
Ioana Burtea | Graduate of Solidarity Academy 2013
Piotr Buras | Director of the Warsaw Office of the European Council on Foreign Relations
Mikołaj Chrzan | Editor-in-Chief of the Tri-city edition of Gazeta Wyborcza
Jan Andrzej Dąbrowski | President of the Jan Nowak-Jeziorański College of Eastern Europe
Karolina Demus | Eastbook.eu
Oksana Denys | Consul General of Ukraine in Gdańsk
Sławomir Dębski | Director of the Centre for Polish-Russian Dialogue and Understanding
Roland Freundenstein | Deputy Director Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies
Wojciech Górecki | Member of the Board of Solidarity Fund PL 
Irene Hahn-Fuhr | Director of the Warsaw Office of the Heinrich Böll Foundation
Łukasz Jasina | Kultura Liberalna
Marek Kacprzak | Honorary Consul of the Republic of Austria in Gdańsk
Ketevan Kantaria | Graduate of  Solidarity Academy 2013
Andrzej Kanthak | Honorary Consul of the United Kingdom in Gdańsk 
Andrzej Kotula | Pomerania Euroregion
Piotr Kłoczowski | Vice Director of the Adam Mickiewicz Museum of Literature in Warsaw
Małgorzata Kopka | Heinrich Böll Foundation
Tomasz Kopoczyński | Honorary Consul of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg in Sopot 
Matthew Luxmoore | Graduate of Solidarity Academy 2014
Bartosz Marcinkowski | Assistant Editor, New Eastern Europe
Joanna Nowakowska | Open Russia
Bogdan Oleszek | Chairman of the Gdańsk City Council
Roman Osharov | Graduate of Solidarity Academy 2014
Lech Parell | Editor-in-Chief, Radio Gdańsk
Marek Pędziwoł | journalist, Deutsche Welle
Sebastian Płóciennik | European Union Programme Coordinator, Polish Institute of International Affairs
Magdalena Pramfelt | Honorary Consul of the Kingdom of Netherlands in Gdańsk
Adam Reichardt | Editor-in-Chief, New Eastern Europe
Stanislav Secrieru | Senior Research Fellow, Polish Institute of International Affairs
Wolfgang Templin | German essayist, activist in democratic opposition in East Germany
Karlina Wigura | Kultura Liberalna
Wojciech Wolf | Honorary Consul of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg in Łódź
Olga Wysocka | Deputy Director of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute


