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Women in public spaces: When personal becomes padil
Mobilization of women’s groups: Challenges and seticks

Why is it important to have women’s groups in pubpace? Should there be women
only spaces or not? What is the experience thateashared?

presentation topic:

Mobilization of women in Turkey for their own agend
Basic issues of struggle and campaigns

abstract:

I am hoping to share some of the campaign expeageatfeminists in Turkey, along
with brief background information regarding womesitsiation and feminist
movement in Turkey. Mainly, | will be referring streets and the collective spaces we
create as public spaces. And my aim will be indigathe importance of the ways of
organization, working and relating as much as tlgigal outcome of a campaign.
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Introduction

Within the scope of this presentation, | will foaus some campaigns which are organized by
feminists in Turkey that are directly about pregn€ women in public space. My aim is to
demonstrate some of the ways through which wevatex to male-dominant public spaces,
while at the same time breaking the division betwgevate space and public space by
raising our voice in public, both as a group ardlviidually, for issues that are considered to
be a ‘private’ matter by the society in general.

The examples and experience | want to share heeadmwver a time period of almost 30
years and physically the main scene of eventstig®is specifically streets, parks and public
transportation. | will start with the campaign agaibattering and continue with purple needle
against harassment, social media campaign agaiasspreading, campaign for a feminist
candidate at local elections in 2009, the preseasfcéeminists in Gezi park and finally
feminist night march as examples of feminist inégvons to public space. So that, it will be
clear why it is important for us as women to gegamized among ourselves, why it is
important to insist on being out on the streetsrastdvithin defined, closed spaces.

When doing these, | will also provide a generalWwigbout the political environment in
Turkey, as it has considerable impact on settirglithits and determining the priorities of
our own agenda. By doing that, | aim to definedhallenges we face whatever our sphere of
existence is.

Lastly, | want to note that my presentation willimg be based on the material and thoughts
produced by feminists froristanbul Feminist Collective and Socialist Femi@silective at
the meetings, discussions and through press reledselarations.

A new beginning in the history of feminism in Turkey: Campaign against battering

Although neither the history of women'’s struggler feminist movement started with it, |
chose to start with this particular campaign faroaple of good reasons. In 1987, feminists
organized a historical meeting. When a pregnant avomho had been beaten by her husband
opened a divorce case, the judge dismissed thereéseing to a Turkish proverb saying,
“One shouldn't leave a woman either without giviimigh or being beaten”. Upon this remark,
feminists organized a campaign against batterirtljtbay realized the first massive women
only march inistanbul. This was also the first big street denratish after the 1980 military
coup. Also, the first meeting that a trans womaulena speech on the platform.

This campaign can be considered as an effectivalization, firstly because it was about a

common concern known to all of us, whatever oufedéinces may be, without making any

kind of division between women, such as saviors thnde in need to be saved. Secondly, it
was about male violence, which was, and thoughetessll is, considered to be a matter

between two people within a household.



So, the campaign against battering came up asddoat challenge towards the general
definition of public sphere, which leaves the hdwedd outside of it in the private sphere,
making male violence untouchable as a ‘private’ /andfamily matter’. This way, it
undermined the conceptions regarding what is aedefat be told and showed in public and
what is not, by which group. What is personal waslared as a political matter. Women
declared themselves as the subject of their ovaggke, not against the state only but directly
against men that they live with who used the pegel of systematic power relations within
the society.

Subsequent campaigns against harassment in 1990062000s
Purple needle

During '80s, the most important thing was to makenen's voice heard in the public space.
The campaigns focused on male violence and seanastment. Another historical campaign
of feminist movement is purple needle against lsmast. It was actually the continuation of
whether it is home, workplace or street “our bodietong to us, stop sexual harassment”
campaign in the streets. A group of women camethegeao express their demand to walk
freely in the streets day or night without beingrgluse public transportation without being
nervous, free from the gaze or touch of men.

These women campaigned telling that perpetratoserflal harassment are not ‘some’ men
who are not educated enough, but it is the patmaitself. They called all women for not
staying silent, not letting their living spacesnoared down by men. They went out to streets,
squares, bazaars, ferries, bars&taverns in baeitstreshich supposedly beloged to men- and
everywhere to talk outloud about sexual harasswéiie presenting the purple needles for
women to use against perpetrators of harassment.

They prepared postcards some of which saying “ndybtake your hands off”, “what i wear

is not an invitation”, “the shame does not belomgrie”. It was also the first time, molesting
was replaced by sexual harassment as a concepilePugedle was chosen not for use
necessarily but mainly as a symbol indicating thatcan defend ourselves, we will not stay
silent, we will exposé.

With this very symbolic protest overall is stillyeimportant for feminists to expose sexual
harassment and to reclaim the public space. P@adla is a very special and creative symbol
of feminist struggle. Thanks to purple needle, flhahade our voice better heard when we
say: Streets does not belong to men, harasseroamEazy, uneducated but just men, sexual
harassment is male violence, our bodies belong 90 Sexual harassment still exist
everywhere, yet the mobilization realized via perpeedle campaign affected the process of
remarkable regulations in the Civil Code. The w$avomen in the streets enabled feminists
to make some successful political interventionshatsame period of time, in 1990s in the
legal and institutional structure as well.

! http://morigne.blogspot.com.tr/

2 http://bianet.org/biamag/kadin/110595-mor-igne-kamyasi-19-yasinda

®During '90s, apart from the struggle against maence towards women, founding NGOs

and dealing with the state in order to transform légal and institutional structure have also

become significant. Thanks to the political intertiens of feminists, remarkable changes

have been achieved both in the Civil and the PEpndk.In 1990, there was a campaign about
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Purple needles were out in the streets in 198&hifirst time. In 2008 it was appropriated as
a campaign tool again by another generation of dests, when during the new year
celebrations at Taksim square a women was sexhaflyssed in front of television cameras
and the police. Feminists also opposed media cgeevaithe incident as if a bunch of drunk
rambler was responsible from it. In reaction, feists1organized street actions every friday,
distributed purple needles and kept claiming thyhitsi and the streets.

Following these two campaigns feminists founded I@ati (Purple Roof) Women’s Shelter
in 1990 in Istanbul, which is still a unique indagent shelter for women who are subject to a
form of male violence and seek support.

“Get your legs together, don't invade my space, ddrarass me!”

In 2014, as we were talking about our experiennemétrobuses and buses while traveling
within the city, we realized that we were tirediying to squeeze ourselves into small spaces
left from men. We thought, when men ignore womethivia public space and use as much
of it as they can as if it belongs all to them etated to their will to power or kind of a
demonstration. So, the idea for a social media edgnpwas born to reclaim our space. The
stickers we prepared and shared via twitter aneébfagk took so much attention and
appropriated so widely by so many women that itnédr into a campaign almost
spontaneously.

With this campaign women named their silent distade at public transportation rightly as
harassment. And also, we found an easier way toesgpour disturbance as we may hold
back from warning men about the way they sit somes$i Now, we could just put the sticker
without needing a word, which says outright thas harassment and invasion of space.

The campaign gained extreme visibility and poptyan the media and among men as well
as women. Everybody heard about it and it had atipesimpact. This visibility also
encouraged more women to raise their voices when #ne harassed or witnessed such a
thing It was easy to participate in it and share theeeigpce wherever the person is.

Turkish Penal Code (TCK, article no: 438), whictuees the punishment for men in cases of
raping a sex worker/prostitute. This article wamnoged. Another article changed was that a
woman should ask for her husband's permission #d pvork. Adultery was legally
forbidden for both sexes and it was changed for mei®96, for women in 1998. A woman
can use her own last name -besides her husbanidks: she gets married with the change
made in 1997 (very recently the law is renewed wanden can use their father’'s surname
only if they wish so). In 2001, women'’s organizascengaged in the dramatic changes in the
Civil Code such as abolishment of the definitioredd of the household is the husband”,
achievement of equal rights within marriage an@raftivorce. In 2004, another important
campaign was against the article telling that noighunent is given to the rapist if he marries
the woman. This article was removed, as well. (frhve presentatiori Fighting Against
Patriarchy in Turkey’of Istanbul Feminist Collective Begiim Acar, s&gil Tgitman and
Deniz Ulusoy at Feminizm in London Conferance, 2014
4 http://www.sosyalistfeministkolektif.org/feminiznatihimizden/kampanyalara/761-
bedenimiz-bizimdir-tacize-kars-mor-igne-2008-ocaértrhntml
> http:/bianet.org/english/women/155006-stop-spreggiour-legs-don-t-occupy-my-space
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Campaign for a feminist candidate at local electios?

Before the local elections in 2009, feminists s@rto talk about what can be done in the
election process, they organized forums to disen$sring the local elections with a feminist
candidate in Beyoglu-lstanbul, where most femiaigfanizations are. They formed “feminist
collective for elections” to run a campaign. Wonuatided that feminist candidate is a good
idea for a couple of reasons. Firstly, it was digant to put forward feminism as an
independent ideology, through which a whole sepadicies can be designed, and women as
independent political subjects of feminist struggle equal as other political actors. And
elections could provide a suitable environment Viizibility of feminism. Moreover, local
politics was very attractive as they affect womdives directly. Local governance is closely
related to what women live in the ‘private’ as wel public spaces. The way water,
electricity, heating is used and the extent to Whitey are accessible most basically is purely
political as much as sexual harassment and malendge in the streets and at home.

The campaign provided women the space to dreamtaddoat kind of change they want
regarding their living spaces. The campaign focusednly on urbanization and policies
about the city, women’s access to safe shelteitd eind elderly care, collectivization of
carework and house work, social centers that essgyded for women’s needs and demands as
well as men’s.

| want to point out two characterictics of the camgm process which i consider more
important among others. One of them is that, theett, bazaars were used a lot, which we
wanted to transform from the design of the paveménthe sexist ads and male dominance
hiding women’s labor and voice. Yet, still theredisersity and freedom and it's an action
space. It's a space full of chances to build amdngihten women’s solidarity by doing
something collectively, hearing and understandiacheother’s stories. The other one is, not
only the candidate but the whole campaign was femiifhe whole process was open to
participation, support and criticism of all womehawere willing to do so. Everything was
decided and done collectively, including formingudget, without taking conventional ways
of politics as a model.

Overall, with this campaign, for the first time famsts inistanbul came up with a plan for a
comprehensive transformation for the city they lime It was also the first time that the
movement made such an explicit connection betwestiberal policies regarding women
with the living spaces.

Feminist interventions at days of Gezi uprising

®http://sosyalistfeministkolektif.org/feminizm/taithizden/kampanyalara/754-2009-yerel-
secimler-bey-oglu-na-feminist-soezuemuez-var.htmi

http://sosyalistfeministkolektif.org/feminizm/taithizden/758-neler-yapt-k-neler-
yapabilirdik.html




Although this is a different category as Gezi wasaaly a collectively created alternative
space, | still want to emphasize how the presehbenainists within the park had an effect on
the use of language, the slogans and the dividitabour.

Feminists were deeply involved in summer 2013'si@azk resistance which started with
protests mobilized mainly by the illegal urban giication in istanbul, yet changed form and
became more vacally anti-government rebellion assalt of heavy police violence. As for
us, we took the streets against the patriarchaésysrying to confine women to families, to
houses and public space to men; against interventdJDP on how and with whom we live
with, how many children we have, our abortion rigiwhat we wear and how we Iaubh.

During Gezi resistance, feminists run a feminishpaand held women’s forums throughout
the city. The demonstration was organized by soroapgs against the overall transformation
of Beyaslu where most of the feminist and LGBTI organizatalso reside. The composition
of the protesters in Gezi uprising was strikingtgdd and half of the protesters were women.

Feminists played a significant role in the uprisinging to transform the sexist approach
some groups had. We immediately spread the slodResist persistence, not with
swearword” and changed the sexist, phobic toneainaglgbt people and also prostitutes- of
resistencé.

We built a “feminists’ tent” after the occupatiorf the park as all other groups and
individuals did, made workshops there.

We took the streets primarily in reaction agaihst police violence. It was not only against
reclaiming the city but also against the results toé authoritarian, misogynist and
homophobic, divisive regime of JDP (Justice and ddgyment Party). The women forums
started with the call ofstanbul Feminist Collective spread to differenttpaf the city and
became local platorms where women discussed the wfastruggling against sexism. One of
the women forums in Kadikdy continues meeting eveggk since then

Besides, it was important that we made our dematistrs as women, despite the divisive
discourses against the resistance and women staase over nationalism and religion. One
example is the demonstration against male violegaenst women after headscarved women
was targeted.

"http://www.sosyalistfeministkolektif.org/english/34ve-are-in-the-streets-for-a-life-without-
harassment.html

8 “while you say "son of a bitch" to Tayyip; thinlbaut the sex workers -and also all the
woman, which are attacked with the very same woitth’-who are resisting shoulder to
shoulder with you. How would you feel in their/ocase? While you call the police, the
government and Tayyip "faggots”, how you push LG®BSisters out of the squares. While
you chant you are somebody's “soldiers”, how yordleuthe blood of an entire generation
still living with the memories of a torturous maity coup, of peace activists and conscientious
objectors to mandatory military service. As femisiisve are shouting at the top of our voices
; We raise our voice against sexism, police viokeaod government. Resist persisting, not
swearing!” (http://www.sosyalistfeministkolektif @ienglish/535-resist-persisting-not-
swearing.html).



It is for sure that Gezi process has a lot toabbut, what | mentioned here is limited to the
swearword and harassment dimensions of male vielagainst women, which regressed due
to feminists’ intervention.

Feminist night march

The last example | want to mention is the feminight marches that are realized every year
on march 8 with the call distanbul Feminist Collective to all. Another demaoatbn for
march 8 takes place at the weekend of that weakgltite day time, with the participation of
political parties, unions and professional orgatiiwes all getting in line with their own flags
and symbols. What makes feminist night march diffiérand worth to mention here is that it
is feminist. The only colour is purple and the osjymbol we use is femina, no other sign
indicating a specific group or political party isad, as we want to be together as women for
our common concerns, to shout our rage, spreadvotats, not for visibility of one group
over another. We also organize feminist partiesrdfte march for the last years.

The first feminist night march was in 2003, throuGhksim square tdstiklal street. The
theme of the march then was war and invasion, éditMussolini, Sharon, Milosevic, Bush,
Saddam... All men, is it a coincident?” wrote on bia@ner. In the following years the themes
carried on the banners focused on feminicide, madkence and state protection in 2004;
disobedience to male system in 2005; “feminist i€ in 2006; feminist struggle against
capitalism, militarism, nationalism and patriardhy2008 and 2009. In 2010, along with the
campaign on women'’s murders the we said “femimibeHion, we revolt against feminicide”.
In 2012 we had family policies of JDP on our agenddh which identified women only
within the family as the child bearer, caregivasok etc. without touching any of the issues
women suffer from, such as male violence, povamgmployment as an individual women.
And the following years’ agenda also demonstratsttions to the governments extremely
misogynist policies and women'’s appropriation dofitHives, bodies and decisions, from a
loud laugh in the public, wearing a mini skirt, figiout at night, to having sex, defending the
right to abortion, divorce, saying “No”.

The feminist night march that started with approaiety 100 women in 2003 reached to
nearly 10 thousand women in 2013. It is a very sylilnlspace for feminists ifstanbul for
struggling against male violence and patriarchpwshg a collective will to approptiate our
lives . It is like a celebration of our feministigigle for us at the heart d$tanbul. The
purpose of the night walk is best illustrated wifte slogan “we are not leaving the nights, the
streets, or the squares!”.

Challenges and conclusion

As you might have noticed from what we wrote on lbanners on feminist night marches and
other material you read or hear, political envir@minin Turkey is not friendly to any of the
dissident voices. Moreover, the continuation of wandition and constant threat of state
terror leaves us in a vulnerable and at times lesgedituation, because it blocks and smashes
every other political issue. Neoliberal and conagve policies of JDP party has already done



great damage to women by the discourse of fitkdich natiralizes gender roles, by family
strenghtening policies -namely making it diffuctdt divorce, glorification of motherhood,
marginalization of women who do not fit in the chasoral women definition of itsetf Also
employment policies for women make it impossibleus to work at a job that will earn us a
decent living, which in turn feeds material inedtied between women and men as a source
of male violence.

So, both transforming state institutions and fig@tior it is harder in the existing environmet.
Yet, we will keep finding ways for our word to be the streets, exposing male violence and
the state as it supporter, as long as there aremmigh women’s shelters, laws look for
women’s consent in cases of rape and release ‘tumjagacation” verdicts for men who are
women murderers, we lack supportive mechanisms wigewant to work or divorce.

Wheather at home or in the streets, oppressionoohem by violence preserves the current
system of relations. The higher the public vistpilof women’s mobilization for feminist
causes the stronger we become in our private spHaeat home, school, union or workplace.

And, to me, we can only be strong as long as weow@ncome the divisive discourses and
practices by the state and within the society..

® An Arabic word with Islamic roots which descrikiée ‘pure’ and’natural’ human
disposition.

10 http://vww.sosyalistfeministkolektif.org/englisi/8-erdogan-is-right-we-do-not-care-
about-f-trat.html



